Signet-ring cell carcinoma of the ampulla of Vater: report of a case.
An 83-year-old man was admitted to our hospital complaining of general fatigue, fever, and obstructive jaundice. Percutaneous transhepatic bile duct drainage was performed. Gastroduodenal fiberscopy revealed carcinoma of the ampulla of Vater, and early gastric cancer was suspected. A pancreatoduodenectomy with lymph node dissection was performed. Although a biopsy specimen from the gastric lesion was suspected to be well-differentiated adenocarcinoma, no cancerous lesion was found in a specimen resected from the stomach. The histopathologic findings of the ampullary lesion were compatible with a diagnosis of signet-ring cell carcinoma. This is a rare lesion, and a review of the literature revealed only three previous similar cases.